
 
 
 
 

1415 L Street, Suite 1000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916 441-1361 O Ι 916 443-2004 F 

canpweb.org 
September 30, 2021 
 
Cassie Dunham 
Acting Deputy Director 
Center for Health Care Quality 
California Department of Public Health 
 
Re: Advanced Practice Providers Prescribing Home Health Services 
 
Dear Ms. Dunham: 
 
This letter is written to bring your attention to recent confusion regarding the continuing ability for 
Advanced Practice Providers (APPs) in CA to Order, Certify and Re-Certify Home Health Services.  
A July 16, 2021 All Facilities Letter (AFL 20-72.1), put out by the Department of Public Health 
stating that APP ability to Order, Certify and Re-Certify Home Health will expire with the end of 
the declared Public Health Emergency (PHE) on September 30th, 2021.    
 
The issue of concern is specifically written under the section entitled Services and Staffing 
#4.  It states that effective September 30, 2021, the PHE waiver allowing Nurse Practitioners and 
other APPs to Order, Certify and Re-Certify Home Health will end due to the expiration of the 
declared Public Health Emergency (PHE).  However, the Sections of Title 22 the CDPH has used to 
reference Home Health Services in the AFL (CCR sections 74697 (a) (4) and 74701 (a)) have 
already been updated to include APPs as ordering providers.   

   
Home Health services are vital to our community dwelling older adults. The ability for our patients 
to receive timely admissions to these skilled services in their homes is often the difference between 
their ability to remain at home or be hospitalized unnecessarily.   
 
We are specifically asking CDPH to clarify that regulations have been updated to permanently 
apply the AFL letter #4 waivers, allowing APPs to order, certify and re-certify Home Health 
consistent with the Federal Regulations. 
  
Thank you very much for your help in correcting this matter so our patients continue to receive the 
coordinated Home Health benefits they are entitled to. Please feel free to call Surani Kwan, DNP, 
FNP with any questions or concerns, 707-321-5406 or suranihl@sonic.net  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Patti Gurney, MSN, NP-BC 
President 
California Association for Nurse Practitioners  
 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-20-72.aspx
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ID9ED95E0D4BC11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IDA64C1B0D4BC11DE8879F88E8B0DAAAE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
mailto:suranihl@sonic.net


 
Garrett Chan, PhD, RN, APRN, FAEN, FPCN, FNAP, FCNS, FAANP, FAAN 
President & CEO 
HealthImpact 
 

 
 
 
Deborah Wolff Baker 
 
Deborah Wolff Baker MSN, ACHPN, FNP-BC, GS-C  
President Northern California Chapter of the Gerontological Advanced Practice Nurses Association 
Chairperson GAPNA Health Affairs Committee  
Home Health and Hospice Coalition host 

 
 
 
 
 

 


